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Importance of the Separation of Powers 

 While forming the government that would inspire nations worldwide to 

pursue freedom, the Founding Fathers of the United States discussed 

numerous ideas to prevent tyranny and protect the rights of the people. One 

concept incorporated into the U.S. Constitution was separation of powers, 

which is the division of governmental roles into three distinct branches that 

have certain responsibilities. The executive enforces the law, the legislative 

makes laws, and the judicial interprets the law. There are also separate 

powers between the state and federal government; this is called federalism. 

The separation of powers was important when the Founders wrote the U.S. 

Constitution and is still just as valuable today. 

 There were many historical aspects that contributed to the enactment of 

separation of powers when the framers wrote it into the Constitution. When 

the United States won the American Revolution against Great Britain, the 

colonists became free from the rule of a king.   Liberty was now an honor they 

had gained from the result of war, and they wanted it to remain as a right 

protected by the government.   At the Founders’ first attempt at creating a 

system of government, they established an unreliable government called the 

Articles of Confederation that gave the federal government little authority 



 

 

over the states.  Recognizing the error they had made in forming such an 

unstable government, the Founding Fathers started anew and sought out 

more thorough methods of preventing tyranny. Separation of powers ensured 

a more balanced system that first divided state and federal governments then 

further separated the two into three branches that could execute checks on 

one another.  This appealed to Americans because it prevented one leader 

from having control over all aspects of the government and abusing power 

while it also gave each section enough power to regulate each other. 

Understanding the origin of separation of powers establishes the foundation 

for knowledge on the importance of it nowadays.     

 

Currently, there is an issue between the states and the federal 

government on the use of marijuana that “poses as a threat to cooperative 

federalism”. Although there are states that have voted for marijuana to be 

legal either medicinally or recreationally, the use of marijuana is still illegal 

according to federal law.  A conflict is formed from this unsettled dispute 

because there is no definite boundary as to what laws are enforced.  The 

current president of the United States, Barack Obama, “has suspended, 

waived, and rewritten laws regarding immigration, healthcare, welfare, 

education, drug policy, and more”.   As presented, there have recently been 



 

 

numerous violations of separation of powers by the president seeing that he is 

not enforcing laws, but he is also changing laws although this is not 

constitutional.    

Now more than ever separation of powers is necessary and should be 

accounted for because the Founding Fathers were aware of the tyranny that 

could come from a single leader gaining too much power.  The framers of the 

Constitution revolutionized government in a way that is still applicable and 

significant in the modern era. 

 


